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dangers off. In ordinary times the conservatives would have met
the need. It gave an alarming measure of their frayed temper
and weak leadership, that they stuck instead to party vendetta.
Suffragist militancy had entered on a new phase in June 1909,
when an imprisoned militant went on hunger-strike. As she
obtained her release, her example was soon widely followed. The
authorities after a while countered by forcibly feeding the
prisoners through tubes—a difficult and sometimes dangerous
operation till then practised chiefly in lunatic asylums. About
the same time the militants, whose heckling of ministers had been
made very difficult, took to a new tactic, destroying property to
advertise their claims. At first it was confined to window-break-
ing, but even so gave the authorities much trouble. The argu-
ment of the broken pane9, declared Mrs. Pankhurst charac-
teristically some years later, cis the most valuable argument in
modern politics/ A constant round of excitements, imprison-
ments, and now hunger-strikes, had brought a great many mili-
tants into a psychopathic state, where it was not easy either to
save society from them or them from themselves.
After a six months' crescendo the W.S.P.U. called a truce for
the first 1910 election, and this on various grounds was extended
till the following November. Meanwhile suffragists of many
schools and parties came together and evolved a 'Conciliation
Bill', intended to combine them all. The combination was for the
time effected, but at the cost of giving the bill a very pro-conserva-
tive cast;1 and after passing second reading by 299 votes to 189, it
was by 320 to 175 referred to committee of the whole house, i.e.
shelved. A violent episode of militancy in November was suc-
ceeded by a truce for the second 1910 election, which again lasted
till the following November. During 1911 a modified Concilia-
tion Bill passed second reading by 167 majority; and though the
government refused further time for it in that session, Asquith in
June promised to find €a week or more*, and to raise *no obstacle
to a proper use of the closure', if it passed second reading again in
1912. For a while this contented the W.S.P.IL; but after an
1 As Miss Sylvia Pankhurst says with truth and point: 'it made the mistake of
flouting the interests of the political party in power, which alone could ensure its
passage* (The Suffrage Movement (1931), 338). The cross-issue between suffragism
and democracy played a great part at this time, strong believers in women's suffrage
like Lloyd George and Ramsay MacDonald being unwilling to give it in a form
which would only enfranchise single women with property, for the most part elderly
and conservative.

